Tetraazaindenes derived from dihydropyrazines with DNA strand-breaking activity.
Dihydropyrazines (DHPs), which exhibit DNA strand-breaking activity and other biological activities associated with the generation of radical species, reacted with thiourea to give tetraazaindene (TAI) derivatives, despite thiourea is a well known radical scavenger. The structural determination of the TAIs was carried out and formation mechanism of TAI was investigated.